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December 11
Extravagant Generosity Final Sunday

December 18
Choir Cantata Both Services

December 24
Christmas Eve Services
” 7pm & 10pm
Worship
Schedule

December 25 - Worship at 10am

January 1 - Worship at 10am
(On Dec. 25 & Jan. 1 - Children & Youth will worship with
parents, there will not be Sunday school classes).

Our Vision Statement
To be a church committed to make disciples for Jesus Christ,
grow spiritually, love one another and serve others.

Our Present Priorities
® Spiritual Growth @ Improved Communications ® Local Outreach Projects




Conducting

4~ Extravagant
@W Generosity during
the holiday
season was
intentional.

Nobody thought that we should subject
Thanksgiving to a financial campaign or that
the program is more important than Christmas.
At Thanksgiving we naturally express gratitude
for all that we have and we acknowledge
God’s generous dealings with us. At
Christmas we celebrate the supreme gift that
God gave us in the Christ child. What better
examples of extravagant generosity can we
cite than this? God was so generous as to
give us Jesus. Jesus was so generous as to
give his life. So the theme of Extravagant
Generosity was deliberately paired with
Thanksgiving and Christmas this year. This is
the time we naturally think of God’s generosity
toward us.

However, two specific questions were raised
about Extravagant Generosity. The first came
from someone very familiar with church life.
He wanted to know what is so special about
this program that it would really make a
difference. Is this program any different than
any of the others? | don’t think it is. | think it
does represent something of a paradigm shift.
People know that churches today find it
increasingly hard to fund mission and
ministry. The old programs and reasons for
giving don’t really work now. One of his
questions was, “How will this program change
people’s hearts and minds?” | am not sure
that a program can do that. So his question
remains, what does it take to change people’s
hearts and minds? The church is competing
with some pretty strong cultural values and the
church is losing. Each of us has to ask
ourselves how it is that we should respond to
God who is gracious toward us. Then we have
to act accordingly. That is a matter of the
heart. A program can’t really do that for us.

The second question came from the Finance
Committee. They anticipate needing an
increase in income next year. They want to
restore things cut from the budget in recent

years. “Will the stewardship committee say
we need X number of dollars this year?” My
response was that none of our finance
programs have really been successful.
Success has come from going directly to the
congregation after the first of the year and
telling them how short we fell. | suggested that
if that happens again this year we can just skip
the annual campaign next year, wait until
February, then tell the congregation we are
short on the budget again! That could save
time and energy and it seems to get the best
results!

On December 4™ our theme for Extravagant
Generosity will be vision. | will speak about
the original vision for this church and what |
think our vision can be for the future. In the
month of January | will develop a plan for long
range vision and strategic planning. | want
that vision to focus more on training people for
discipleship. Disciples understand the nature
and purpose of the church. They know the
scriptures and the level of commitment
expected of them. Disciples desire to love,
serve and respond to God and God’s people.
Disciples understand that when they decide to
follow Jesus, they make a lifetime
commitment. Therefore, they don’t have to be
asked for a new commitment every fall.
Christians who know and understand these
things know the right thing and they do it!

At the holidays we acknowledge all the
reasons we have to be thankful. We
acknowledge the divine and infinite generosity
of God who gives to us the person and work of
Jesus Christ. We are talking about generosity
now because it is the natural time to do so. |
understand that from time to time all of us
need reminders. We need our faith renewed.
On the other hand, as Christians, we all know
what is good and right and true. We know that
God is so good to us. It is to that goodness
that we are called to respond. Yes, we do
respond with financial commitments. |

believe that when our lives and our hearts are
truly committed to God then commitments of
whatever is needed; time, talent, money, etc.
will come naturally from disciples seeking to
respond faithfully to God.




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
10:00 AM 9:30AM
Prayer Group |Community Play|5:30 PM
6:30 PM Group Forever Young
Prayer Shawl |Amsterdam Christmas
Ministry Village Dinner |Party
7:45 PM
Exercise Class
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8:30 AM Choir [7:00 PM 1:00 PM Staff [9:00 AM Men’s [10:00 AM 9:30 AM God'’s Kitchen
Rehearsal Mission Team [Meeting Fellowship Prayer Group |Mom'’s Bible Stephen
9:15 & 11 Meeting, 6:30 PM 6:15 PM Bell  |7:45 PM Study Ministry
Worship, Advent by Stephen Choir Exercise Class Retreat
crgursery - |Candlelight | Ministry 7:30 PM Adult 7:30 PM
Training Choir Cribbage
Travel to Night
Bethlehem
5:30PM REBELS
Small Groups
6:30 PM JAM
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
8:30 AM Choir |6:00 PM Staff [1:00 PM Staff |6:15 PM Bell 10:00 AM 9:00 AM 8-12 AM
Rehearsal Parish Meeting Choir Prayer Group [Childcare Parents
9:15 & 11 6:30 PM 7:30 PM Adult [|7:00 PM Co-Op Morning Out
Worship, CE Stephen Choir Tavern 9:00 AM Choir
Nursery Ministry Theology @ Practice
5-7 PM Night in 7:00 PM Vitale’s
Bethlehem Trustees Mtg. 7:30 PM
6PM REBELS Priscilla Circle
Movie @ Mall 7:45 PM
Exercise Class
18 GUMWrapper|19 20 21 22 23 24
Deadline 7:00 PM 9:30 AM Lydia (6:15 PM Bell 10:00 PM -
Office Closed ‘
9:15 & 11 Church Circle Choir Prayer Group ce lose S e \Lm
. . AN
Worship, Council 1:00 PM Staff |7:30 PM Adult [7:45 PM
gEéONUI’SGrY Meeting Choir Exercise Class
: REBELS
6:30 PM
Sm. Gr. & JAM Stephen (SJZILsitCr:Sas Eve
Ministry
7:15 Miriam 7810 PM
Circle
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
10:00 Worship [Office Closed (1:00 PM 10:00 AM
& Nursery Staff Meeting Prayer Group
7:00 PM 1:00 PM
Stewardship Prayer Shawl
2 Committee Luncheon
ﬁyﬁ 7:45 PM

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Exercise Class

New Years Eve
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17.

Sandy Davis
Barb VanWormer

Connor Finnie
Andy Meredith

lan Kuschinsky
Bob Swayze

Cindy Kuschinsky
Marla Wilkinson

Natalie Thayer
Nicholas Starn
Megan Good
Matthew Hutcheson

Doug Erbes
Dave Sweitzer

Paul Potter

Shane Ayers
Shelby Ayers
Marylou Klawiter

Jan Brower
Anne Conner
Curt Daggy

Rileigh Chambers
Maria Scoby
Jamie Wiersma

18.

19.

21.

22.

23.

25.

26.

27.

29.

30.

31.

Norm Utting
Tracey Weberg

Lisa Ernst
Grace Harmon

Sharon McDonald
Kirk Olep

Juanita Treece
John VanderStel

Carole Parlow

Al Garcia
Andrew Offringa

Nick Woldyk
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Bob Ekberg Ce/eémfe

m
Rhonda Ayers W

Jan Garcia
Allison Pickett
Jennifer Wiersma

Don Goward

Tom Butcher
Camron Hartley
Sydney Rothermel
Bruce Seymour
Sue Woldyk

Noah Pamerleau
Kayla Phillips
Lois Spinks
Nathan Wood




Nursery Ministry News

Questions? Contact: Holly Downer 669-6794 or Holly@gumonline.org

Programming News

*Wee Little Praisers

« On the third Sunday of each month, our nursery children are treated to the musical
Emusings of Carol Vander Nat and her guitar. The kids will have the opportunity to
¢ sing, dance, and play instruments! WLP next meets on December 18.

+2x2s
EThis month we learn that “Jesus was a very special baby!” The 2-year-olds will learn
s the story of Jesus’ birth and celebrate Jesus’ birthday!

Important December Help Wanted
Needs!

+11:00 Volunteers
EWe are seeking 2 or 3 adults to serve as a
We need 2-3 folks to make and ¢ nursery volunteer one hour per month (or

*serve pancakes to our kids at « every other month) during the 11am
: _ « worship service.

: Parents Morning Out on Sat.

:Dec. 17.

Fifth Sunday Volunteers
We are seeking 2 or 3 adults to serve in
the nursery on those months with

Seeking 2 volunteers to serve in
5 Sundays.

the nursery at the 10am worship
service on Christmas morning.

0. 000000000000000000
............................................................0.0.0..........‘. ..................................... 00000000 OCOOIOOOOOONONOO

Donations Sought Dates To Know

Kleenex

AA batteries

AAA batteries

New cushions sewn for our rocking
chairs

Community Playgroup - Dec 2

Moms Bible Study - Dec 9 only!

ud Ul

Parents Morning Out — Dec 17
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Bethlehem:

A Hands-On Holy Land Expevience

Georgetown United Methodist Church
Sunday, December 11 - 5-7pm

All ages are invited to participate in the marketplace activities. The children have
been working hard for several weeks preparing the shops. Come explore the
marketplace shops and taste foods from the times, create lovely jewelry, mold pots,
and grind spices. Join fellow travelers in the sanctuary for a carol sing.
Refreshments will be served at the conclusion of the event. Bring your neighbors,
friends, and family. Costumes are highly encouraged.

This month’s Parent Link Newsletter is now
online! Check out these great tips & ideas:

. Prayer starters to keep parents focused on
Jesus during the busy holiday season.

. Teachable moments that include fun, easy
reinforcements of the Christmas message.

. Two fun family activities to add meaning and
learning to holiday celebrations.

. Information and insights about the new
movie The Adventures of Tintin and the new
album from Christian singer Aaron Shust.

Several pop-up canopies are
needed for our marketplace. If
you have a canopy we could
borrow for December 11th,
please let Jenny Care know.

On December 25 and January 1
children will worship with their

families @ 10:00.
No Sunday School classes.




... to Sandy MacMillan and her family with the passing of
her father, Bob Lymburner on November 10.

... to Pat White with the passing of her father, Edwin
Steinbrecher on November 8.

... to Barb McWilliams and her family, with the passing of
her father, Carleton Wilson on October 1.

o v, ¢ =" 7 ..toMike & Kayla Cole with the birth of Emelia on November 2.
C@"“rﬂu‘ﬂ“tinn%.' ... to Jim & Connie DeYoung celebrated 50 years of marriage on
- November 4.

... to Pete & Shirley Rienstra celebrated 57 years of marriage on November 20.

2012 Worship Flowers
Look for a new schedule posted at the Welcome Center beginning December 4.
If you would like to sponsor a Sunday, please place your name on the list and the
celebration or remembrance you would like in the bulletin. You may take your
flowers home to enjoy them after the services. The $20 cost will be billed to you
after your sponsored Sunday.

REBELS

Youth Events
Grades 7-12

Sun. Dec 4 - Small Groups short meeting 5:30-6:30pm THEN Rebels Meeting
6:45pm-8pm. Set up for the Rebels contribution to Night in Bethlehem. Please
bring a picture of yourself that can be turned into a Christmas ornament for the
Rebels Christmas tree.

Sun. Dec. 11 - Christmas movie at Rivertown Crossings. Approximate time 6-9pm,
movies choices will be announced closer to the event date. Check your email and
Facebook for updates.

Sun. Dec 18th - Small Groups 6:30-8pm. See your leader for specific details.
Sun. Dec 25 - Merry Christmas— No Sunday school or Rebels meetings.

Coming in January - we have a big winter kick-off to get 2012 off to a great start!
Stay tuned for more info!



ADULYT MINISTRIES

TAVERN THEOLOGY GROUP
Interested in getting out of the house and enjoying some fellowship? An initial
meeting of a new Tavern Theology group will occur on Thursday, December 15th @
7pm at Vitale's in Hudsonwville.

The format, frequency and location of future meetings will be discussed at this first
get together. Initial suggestions include discussing modern issues facing the
church, having a new topic each night and rotating the establishment. Please
RSVP email to Bob Downer - gvsunewf@gmail.com for this first meeting.

FINANCIAL PEACE
Are you looking for financial freedom and peace? Join us for 13 weeks as we
discover Financial Peace taught by Dave Ramsey. This class will be offered at
GUMC on Sundays from January 15, 2012 through April 22 from 6:00—8:00pm.

The cost is $93.00/family, couple or single; this price includes a kit that has
everything you need to get you on your way to financial freedom. We will need an
RSVP to know how many kits to order. If you have any questions, please contact
Drew and Carrie Ysseldyke at 662-3806.

INTERFAITH DIALOGUE
The interfaith dialogue programs will return in January, as we will invite a speaker
from the Mormon faith (Church of Latter Day Saints), and the Seventh Day
Adventists. Both of these denominations fall under the banner of "New Religious
Movements" as opposed to "cult." Additionally, we are thinking of inviting a "free
thinker" (atheist) from the group that put up the controversial billboard. In addition,
Scot will represent the Amish faith. We also hope to have a scientist or two come
to discuss faith and science.

If you are interested in working more closely with the Interfaith projects that have
been popular at GUMC, please speak with Ann Holkeboer. Georgetown is putting
together a member-led interfaith group that can help our church get involved with
the ecumenical movement that is being highlighted by West Michigan faith
communities for the entire year of 2012.

Extravagant Generosity - The Heart of Giving
Zoom In .... Take a Closer Look at our Georgetown Family
Have you had a chance to read this booklet that Deb Burg put together? If you
didn’t receive your copy at worship on November 20th, please be sure to pick up a

copy from the back of the sanctuary or at the Welcome Center or in the church
office. A booklet was made for each family.

Deb shares stories about the ministries here at Georgetown and some of the people
who have responded to minister to others in these ministries.

Thanks Deb for using your gifts & talents to share this booklet with us!




Missions News
Tim Care, Chair

Missions . . . . ¢ Tl

Committee meets Hygiene I(.ltS Helping Hunger in West Michigan

the First Monday of For International for Christmas

every month. If you Aid

are interested in

joining our team, This year’s Christmas offering will help

please attend a WE N E E D support area agencies that provide

meeting or contact YOUR HEL Ipmgqr relief. Most agencies are seeing

Tim Care at . A ~ increased demand for these services,

tcmsu@comcast.netfll ! @ S 3 Su 7‘ a4 thirtk fha? the people of GUMC
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about dates and R2ZYylFUSR® L The tree is up in the back of the

place for the trip. | R 2 y I le S FRR 7sanctuary with 151 tags on it. These tags
AGSyasz Ad & represent various needs for the seniors

The GUMC food A 4w . .

pantry is always ANBI Gt e I Lland children at Community House.
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THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH AND SOCIETY
Carol B. Vander Nat, Chair

SUMMARY OF THE “SAME-SEX RELATIONSHIPS AND THE CHURCH”
event held on November 4 & 5.

Approximately 82 people were in attendance on Friday evening, and
Saturday’s estimated count was around 50. There were many visitors from the
community, as well as members of GUMC.

| have personally received many positive comments on the whole experience.
Friday’s panel discussion answered questions from our attendees, informed us
of the legislative process in our denomination, and laid the groundwork for
Saturday’s sessions. Each one brought his/her own expertise in different
areas of experience.

The participants on Friday night were:

Doug V ewhmistme, Sr. Pastor at 1% UMC in Kalamazoo, a reconciling
congregation, was our keynote speaker. His address was an excellent way to
begin the dialog that continued with the panel discussion that followed. He
talked about personal experience and Biblical references, and led us in a
review of the Social Principles and the official language having to do with
homosexuality. He reviewed the process to becoming a Reconciling
Congregation at First UMC in Kalamazoo. We were reminded that “Perfect
love casts out fear”... and challenged once again to follow Micah 6:8,
welcoming all as Jesus did.

Panelists:
El'l en Bandbatkmer Ros s ,bdioretiedsEMC clergy.

J ul i ,ean dodaired United Methodist deacon.

Dav e L upadmgmberft1® UMC in Kalamazoo, and experienced in the
working of the Annual Conference of the UMC.

Ther esa Mof GIFle(GdysimFaith Together) Ministries. She also
shared a very heart-felt song she wrote of her struggle for acceptance as a
gay Christian.

Saturday Workshops:

Ger al d oo erdamddiUsited Methodist Elder. Jerry led: Working
Together Through Conflict or Change. His illustration of the “Rational Mind”,
the “Emotional Mind” and the “Prayerful Mind” was very well done and
extremely helpful.

Gr e g Mpastdr of Aldersgate UMC in Grand Rapids. Greg led the

continued on next page



sessions: “The Bible and Human Sexuality” and “The Joy of Text: An
Interpretive Lens”. Both sessions were extremely well done, very
informative, and very well presented. Several passages in the Bible were
presented and discussed in historical perspective. His illustration of looking
through the “lens” of Jesus was very well done.

We also invited others — with a more conservative viewpoint — to participate
in the panel discussion, and all declined.

All'in all, the weekend was VERY well received. Some difficult issues and
questions were dealt with in a constructive and respectful manner, and the
Committee on Church and Society is extremely pleased with both the event
and its part in our church’s greater understanding of same-sex relationships
as well as our ministry here at Georgetown, in our community and in our
world.

Future plans include an adult class, using curriculum produced by the United
Methodist Church, and other speakers and events to be held in the coming
year.

Looking forward, we will continue working with the “Hands Across the City”
planning committee. There is another service event being scheduled at
another area UMC, and we will keep you informed of this and many other
opportunities to reach out into our neighborhood and our world.

A Quote:

“Sometimes, | want to ask God why there is so much injustice and suffering
in our world, when He has the power to change it....but then, I'm afraid He
will ask me the same thing...... ”

God’s Kitchen
Denise Callaghan is the new volunteer coordinator for our monthly
serving at God’s Kitchen on the 2nd Saturday from 9:30am—2:30pm.
If you are interested in helping serve, or have any questions, please

contact Denise at 669-7023 or callaghan626@yahoo.com.

Thanks to Virginia VanderVeen for her many years of coordinating this
mission service for GUMC!!




Parents Morning Out

Saturday Dec. 17
8am to Noon

A great opportunity to donate your time, run
some errands, catch up on chores, or just
have a quiet morning at home. All while your
kids are having fun at church!

Cost is $5 per child
Pancake breakfast included.
Advance registration is required.

Watch the bulletin for more info or contact
Holly Downer at Holly@gumonline.org

Holiday
Bake Sale

Bake Sale - December 4
Come support the United Methodist Women and
, indulge your sweet tooth at the same time! We will
be outside the gym in the Welcome Center area
before the 9:15 service and between the services.

Forever Young Christmas Party
December 3 - 5:30pm in the lounge

Please bring a dish to pass, silverware and plates
will be furnished. We will have a sing-along in the
choir room and have a gift exchange. Please bring a !
$5 gift, new or gently used to exchange (women will
exchange with women and men with men).

Please contact Connie DeYoung at 669-1762 or Jim Cullin at 669-7020.
If you are over 55 years of age—you are invited to join us!!
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Advent By Candlelight presents- A Homemade Christmas
Monday, December 5
7:00 p.m. to 9 p.m.

1 Who is it for?
Women of all ages!

£ Whatis it? E
We often look toward the Christmas season with a mixture of warmth and
weariness, excitement and anxiety. We stress out over our to-do lists; we E
cover our kitchen counters with cookbooks and menu ideas; and we
triple-check our card and gifts lists, praying we haven'’t forgotten anyone.

« | Advent by Candlelight is an invitation to let go of the activities of Christmas
and instead focus on the meaning of Christmas.

What actually happens at Advent by Candlelight? [
Each table hostess provides place-settings for her guests. Both casual and
formal approaches are completely fine; this isn't a decorating competition by
any means! Each hostess will supply dessert for her table and will fellowship
with her guests. After eating, we'll enjoy seasonal music and a )
meaningful teaching. [ I&T T L] =




Aftendance &

Giving

General Capital Mission Total 9:15 11:00 | Total
Oct Giving Giving Giving Giving Attend. | Attend. | Attend.
2 $14,012.00 | $1,079.50 $814.50 | $15,906.00 199 104 303
9 $9,715.22 $527.00 $735.00 | $10,977.22 206 81 287
16 $6,560.64 $533.50 $660.50 $7,754.64 208 84 292
23 $7,198.90 $574.00 $571.00 $8,343.90 177 77 254
30 $7,292.10 $492.00 $666.00 $8,444.10 191 81 272

Thanks for Your Service
The Committee on Lay Leadership and Rev. Bills would like to thank Drew
Ysseldyke for his service to the Finance Committee for five years. Drew has
decided to step down after serving this past year as a committee member, and
the previous four years as the Finance Committee chair. We also want to
acknowledge Carrie Ysseldyke for her service. Carrie is stepping down from
serving as the vice-chair of the Church Council, as she is undertaking a
Master of Social Work program. Carrie will continue to teach some classes
here at GUMC in the midst of her busy schedule. Thank you to Drew and
Carrie for all they have done for us in leadership positions!

Registration is Open: Leadership Training Events in January 2012
These identical trainings are for the GR District local church SPRC’s, Trustee
Boards, Finance Committees and Nominations/Leadership Development
Committees from both GR & Muskegon area churches.

- Wednesday, January 25 at Muskegon Central UMC from 6:45-9pm

- Thursday, January 26 at Rockford UMC from 6:45-9pm

These trainings are free! Questions? Please call or email Liz in the GR District
office at grdistrict@wmcumc.org or 459.4503.



http://www.westmichiganconference.org/site/link/BKHHFEHJDLPMEMOKGHHPKNGNJIBPIPELJFFIICOHFIMAOHGLHGPLFBFJHOIL
http://www.westmichiganconference.org/site/link/BKHHFEHJDLPMEMOKGHHPKNGNJIBPIPELJFFIICOHFIMAOHGLHGPLFBFJHMIM

