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2766 Baldwin Street 

Jenison, MI 49428 
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www.gumonline.org 

According to a popular song you are likely to hear on the radio this season: 
“It’s the most wonderful time of the year.”  Perhaps you agree with this  
sentiment, but why is it true?  I would suggest to you that this time of the 
year is so wonderful because it causes us to reflect on what is really  
important to us and it draws us into a closer relationship with God. 
 
With this in mind, I would like to invite you to join us for worship at 
Georgetown UMC in the coming month.  We will hear beautiful music by 
our choir and bell choir and worship band.  We will sing together many of 
our favorite Christmas carols.  We will light the candles in the Advent 
wreath.  We will hear the words of Scripture in my sermon series entitled 
“Open Up the Gifts of Christmas.”  You’ll find the full schedule listed  on 
page 3. 

Let me encourage you to take some time away from all the shopping,  
wrapping, baking and parties to be in the Lord’s house and remember the 
reason for the season.  We are promised in Scripture: “Draw near to God, 
and God will draw near to you.” (James 4:8)  May you experience the peace 
and joy of Christ this Christmas! 
 
Pastor Sherri Swanson 
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Two worship services on Christmas Eve: 

6:30 Family Service 

9:00 Traditional Candlelight Service 

We will offer two worship services on Christmas Eve this year.  At 6:30, we will 
gather for our family-friendly service where the children of our church will tell 
the Christmas story.  At 9:00, our traditional candlelight service will feature our 
choir and a message by Pastor Sherri.  Please join us and invite your family and 
friends as we worship the newborn King! 
 

Christmas Eve Special Offering/Bishop’s Advent Appeal  

Our Christmas Eve offering will provide disaster relief through UMCOR – the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief.  One-third of the money collected will 
assist with natural disasters right here in Michigan, one-third will provide  
domestic relief to other parts of the United States, and one-third will be used for 
international relief abroad. 
Click here to read more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Toys for Tots distribution event will be on Saturday, December 15.  We 
have continued to expand our reach in the community and are expecting to 
host between 100-150 families.  With your support, we can make this  
Christmas a little less stressful and a lot more joyful for some of our  
neighbors! Here’s how you can help: 
1) Donation of gifts for teenage siblings: This is our BIGGEST donation need.  
Toys for Tots will provide toys for children from birth-12 years old.  GUM 
Church has always come through to make sure the older siblings aren’t left 
out.  You can also donate cash/gift cards – one of our youth small groups 
has volunteered to go shopping for our teenage guests!  Donations can be 
given to Kelly Chambers or left in the church office (please label Toys for 
Tots). 
2) Sign up to volunteer and share in this wonderful evening!  We will need 
around 70 people to successfully run this event.  There are lots of different  
1-2 hour shifts.  You may sign up in the gym between our Sunday worship  
services.  Please contact Kelly Chambers with any questions or concerns,  
kchambers1123@yahoo.com or 616-558-8632 

Weather  

Closings 

For church  
closing info on  
Sunday mornings, 
check:  Wood TV8, 
WZZM-13, or our 
GUMChurch  
Facebook page.   
During the week, the 
church  office is 
closed if Jenison  
Public schools are 
closed due to  
inclement weather. 
Contact your group 
leader for events and 
activities. Please use 
caution when  
venturing out during 
these winter months.  
We want everyone to 
stay safe! 
 
 

Attention,  

Snowbirds! 

Please be sure to 
make the church 
office aware of your 
seasonal mailing  
address.  Email this 
information to:  
Lisa@GUMonline.org 
or call 669-0730.   

https://www.lcc.lt/home/support-the-university/annual-fund/
https://michiganumc.org/news-stories/2018/10/31/advent-gifts-offer-hope/
mailto:Lisa@GUMonline.org
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12/2/18 Open Up the Gift of … Expectation 
Scripture: Luke 1:26-38 
Mary’s life did not proceed exactly as she expected.  What are we expecting this Christmas? 
First Sunday of Advent, Communion 
 

12/9/18 Choir Cantata: Hope Arriving 
Second Sunday of Advent 
 

12/16/18 Open Up the Gift of … Acceptance 
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25 
Joseph accepted the job God had for him to do.  Are we, also, willing to accept situations beyond our control 
and put our trust in God? 
Third Sunday of Advent 
 

12/23/18 Open Up the Gift of … Family 
Scripture: Luke 2:8-20 
Shepherds received a special invitation to join Jesus’ family at his birth.  Who might we invite to join Jesus’ 
family this Christmas? 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
12/24/18 Open Up the Gift of … Yourself 
Scripture: Luke 2:1-16 
The innkeeper missed the meaning of the first Christmas.  What have we missed this Christmas?  Let us open 
our hearts and make room for Christ.   
 
 
12/30/18 Beginning Again 
One combined service @ 10:00 
Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3:1-14  
A New Year is before us.  What will we make of it?  This a time to start fresh and to recommit ourselves to 
living as Christ’s disciples.   
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On November 25, we 
celebrated the  

baptism of Bauer 
Chase Malott.  He is 
the son of Ryan & 

Trisha Malott,  
younger brother of 
Harper and Shae, 
and grandson of 
Marty and Amy 

Schuiling.  May God 
bless your family on 

this happy  
occasion! 

Bauer  Chase 

 Malott 

Georgetown UMC family,  

 Praying for those who make a difference, who live out their faith with 

kindness and care, who share our love in so many ways, big and small– we 

gratefully say, ‘thank you!” 

 Our hearts are overflowing from all the love and care you have shown to 

our family.  

 We are extremely humbled by how many people were involved in the 

breakfast and auction. Thank you to all who were involved in this church  

function. It was really fun to see so many people work together! Kristen 

would’ve have been in awe! 

 Thank you for all your love and support during this difficult time for our 

family.   

 Remember God is good all the time.  

 Our whole family feels so blessed to be part of this loving, caring church 

family! 

 Grace is enough! 

Ken & Diane Tuinstra 

Jeff, Kelli, Chase & Addison Gessner  

Kevin, Nicole, Lily & Emma Tuinstra 

Advent Meditations 

12/9 & 12/16 @ 6pm 

in the Narthex. 

Take time to slow 

down from the hustle 

and bustle of the  

holiday season to  

connect with God at 

these meditative  

offerings with a focus 

on centering prayer. 

https://www.lcc.lt/home/support-the-university/annual-fund/
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As we head into the last  month of the year we are hoping to finish the year strong! 
For the month of October,  we took in $43,735 and we spent $47,662. So we spent a 
total of $3,937 more than we took in.  We are currently at a deficit of $8,319 for our 
annual budget, which is $1, 319 over what the approved deficit figure for the  2018 
budget was.  There is still time to catch up on your giving commitment for 2018!  

Offering Envelopes  

Offering envelopes for 2019 will be available 12/9 on the table in the welcome lobby 
(outside fellowship hall). If you would like a set, please contact Lisa in the church 
office: lisa@gumonline.org or 669-0730 . Also, please consider signing up for online 
giving.  The process is very simple and this provides a consistent cash flow for our 
church.  Thank you for your generous gifts to the ministries of GUM Church! 

Poinsettias will be available for purchase once 

again this year.  Place your order outside the gym 

on Sunday, December 2.  Three colors are  

available: red, white, and jingle bells (white flecks 

on red).  Cost is: $6. You may take your plants 

home following our worship service on Christmas 

Eve.  

We will have our giving tree located in the Narthex from 11/25-12/9 to 

support the United Methodist Community House this holiday season. 

Please grab a tag if you wish and place the unwrapped item under the 

tree with the tag by 12/9. 

Depression and suicidality are mental health concerns that touch the lives of many.  Please join us 
on Sunday, January 13, after second service at 11:45 am for a session focused on "Understanding  
Depression and Suicide."  We will discuss what Depression looks and feels like, and factors that may in-
crease risk for depression and suicidality, as well as how you can handle it if you suspect that someone 
that you know is depressed or suicidal.  The session will be facilitated by a Clinical Psychologist and will 
begin with a short video, followed by lunch and small and large group discussion.  Look for sign up 
sheets in December and early January so that we know how to best handle food and daycare. If you 
have any questions, please contact Christine Webster by email:  gogreen35@me.com. Thanks!  

UMW is still in need of  

Family Fare receipts. They 

are so close to getting the # 

of points needed for $1000! 

Please help them out and  

bring in any Family Fare  

receipts and place them in 

the basket on the UMW table 

outside the kitchen. 

mailto:gogreen35@me.com

